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¡Hasta la victoria siempre, Fidel! 

Fidel Castro Ruz 1926 - 2016 

Fidel Castro Ruz, the leader of Cuban Revolution 

and former president, died on November 25 

2016, aged 90 years old.  

Following nine days of national mouning, Fidel 

was laid to rest in Santiago de Cuba. His ashes 

were interred at the city’s Santa Ifigenia 

Cemetery, where 19th-century independence 

hero Jose Marti and Fidel’s revolutionary 

comrade Frank Pais also rest. 

The 12th annual Adelante! Latin America 

Conference took place only hours after the news 

of his death. The passing of the Cuban hero 

certainly changed the mood of the entire 

conference, with speakers, guests and visitors 

clearly moved by the events, but many 

inspirational speeches were given to lift the 

mood and continue Fidel’s legacy of creating a 

better world. For a full report of the conference, 

please visit http://bit.ly/LA2016Conf 

London Memorial Evening 

CSC organised a London Memorial for Fidel 

Castro on 5 December. Due to overwhelming 

demand for seats, CSC changed the venue to the 

Congress Centre to accommodate the huge 

demand. Over 600 people attended the event - 

with standing room only - for an evening of 

speeches, music, poetry, film and remembrance. 

Teresita Vicente, Cuban Ambassador, Rocío 

Maniero, Venezuelan Ambassador, Richard 

Burgon MP, Tariq Ali, writer and historian, and 

Richard Gott, author and journalist were amongst 

the speakers. For a full report of the evening 

please visit: http://bit.ly/FidelMemorial  

 

Online Book of Condolences 

CSC opened an online condolence book in 

memory of Fidel Castro. To date, over 7,700 have 

signed the book from over 120 countries. General 

Secretaries Len McCluskey, Unite, Dave Prentis, 

UNISON, and Mick Cash, RMT, are amongst the 

trade unionists who have signed the book. The 

book is a lasting testament to the international 

legacy and Fidel Castro and the Cuban Revolution 

and the hope and inspiration they continue to 

give the world. All the messages will be compiled 

and delivered to the Cuban people. 

 Please sign the online condolence book 

personally and/or on behalf of your trade 

union branch online here: http://www.cuba-

solidarity.org.uk/fidel-castro/ 
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Celebrate May Day 2017 in Cuba with CSC!  

Would you like to attend, by special invitation, 

Havana’s inspiring May Day Rally addressed by 

Raúl Castro and joined by over 1 million Cubans 

in Plaza de la Revolución? Or would you like to 

take part in an adventure of a lifetime and cycle 

through the revolutionary rebel route of Cuba 

and celebrate May Day in Cienfuegos? CSC has 

three options of celebrating May Day in Cuba, all 

of which take place 27 April - 9 May 2017. 

May Day Study Tour:  Meet with Cuban trade 

unionists, visit workplaces, schools and 

healthcare centres.  The tour will also take part in 

the International Solidarity with Cuba Conference 

with trade unionists and activists from around 

the world. This popular study tour includes a 

three night visit to Pinar del Río Province, with 

visits to examine rural health and educational 

services, and a unique visit to an agricultural co-

operative in the fascinating landscapes of Viñales. 

 

 To book onto the tour or for more 

information please contact Trish Meehan on: 

tours@cuba-solidarity.org.uk  

Young Trade Unionists’ May Day Brigade: A once 

in a lifetime opportunity to take part in solidarity 

work alongside hundreds of activists from across 

the world on an international camp near Havana. 

Brigadistas carry out early morning agricultural 

and manual work and learn about the struggle of 

life under the US blockade, which denies Cuba 

access to basic machinery and goods. The brigade 

attends the May Day rally in Havana, the 

International Solidarity with Cuba Conference, 

plus visits, workshops, discussions and much 

more!  The brigade is aimed at 18-35 year old 

trade unionists but is open to all.  

 To book onto the brigade or for more 

information please contact Ollie Hopkins on: 

campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk  

Cycle Cuba Challenge: The Revolutionary Rebel 

Route: Raise vital funds and deliver essential 

educational aid direct to the Solidarity with 

Panama School for young children with physical 

disabilities in Havana. Cycle 315 exhilarating 

kilometers to the salsa beat along quiet roads 

through breathtaking scenery from the beguiling 

Sancti Spiritus, one of Cuba’s seven original 

Spanish towns, to the finish line under the 

inspirational monument to Che Guevara in 

historic Santa Clara. By special invitation, the 

cyclists will join thousands of Cubans at the 

uplifting May Day Rally in Cienfuegos with flags 

and banners flying high. Go on, grab the 

experience of a lifetime and register today! 

 

 

 To book onto the Cycle Challenge or for more 

information please contact Trish Meehan on: 

tours@cuba-solidarity.org.uk

Take Action! 

Take Action! 

mailto:tours@cuba-solidarity.org.uk
mailto:campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk
mailto:tours@cuba-solidarity.org.uk


Take Action! 

 in solidarity with Cuba 

A National Union of Teachers (NUT) delegation, 
organised by CSC, visited Cuba in October half-
term to explore Cuba’s achievements in their 
world class education system and how 
international solidarity can help the island which 
has been under US blockade for over 50 years. 

22 NUT members including Kiri Tunks, junior vice-
president, Dave Harvey, chair of the international 
committee and Gawain Little from the National 
Executive Committee attended the delegation, 
where they had several meetings with Cuban 
trade unionists in the Cuban teachers’ union, the 
SNTECD (the National Union of Education, 
Science and Sports Workers). 

The delegation visited primary, secondary, music 
sports and special education schools in Havana 
and Pinar del Río, where they presented several 
donations, including musical instruments and a 
Braille machine.  The NUT met with teachers and 
students at a range of schools including the 
Cesáreo Fernández elementary school, Manuel 
Bisbe secondary school, Manuel Saumell music 
school and Abel Santamaría School for visually 
impaired children. 

They met with officials from the Cuban Workers’ 
Federation (CTC), the National Union of 
Education, Science and Sports Workers (SNTECD), 
the Federation of University Students (FEU), the 
Institute of Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP) 
and the Federation of Cuban Women (FMC). 

The teachers learned how Cuban educational 
policy is not changed without the agreement of 
teachers, students and unions.  Furthermore, in 
Cuba, monthly trade union meetings also serve to 
channel sector professionals' concerns and 
proposals to government authorities. 

During the delegation Kiri Tunks, NUT junior vice-
president was presented with a plaque by 
Professor Eduardo Garbey in acknowledgement 
for the NUT’s support for Cuban teachers who 
studied English on courses in Britain which 
enabled them to train Cuban internationalist 
health workers, many of whom went on to go to 
West Africa to fight the Ebola epidemic. 

Speaking at the Latin America Adelante! 
Conference in a seminar on education in Cuba, 
the NUT vice-president said how she was 
“humbled and inspired” by her experience on the 
delegation. “There is arts and music everywhere 
in Cuba – truly inclusiveand accessible for all. The 
teachers are highly qualified, and there is a great 
emphasis on pedagogy, reflection time and CPD, 
with a holistic approach to everything”, she said. 

“Everybody who was on the delegation has 
returned inspired after seeing another way of 
education - we want what the Cubans have!”  Kiri 
Tunks said. 

During the delegation Bernard Regan, CSC 
National Secretary and NUT trustee also received 
the 55th Anniversary of the Foundation of the 
SNTECD medal for his international solidarity with 
Cuba over many years at CSC and the NUT.  

 If your trade union would like a bespoke 
delegation to Cuba, please contact Ollie 
Hopkins, Campaigns Officer, for more details 
campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk  
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Support Cuba and CSC by advertising in CubaSí 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your trade union can support Cuba and CSC by 

advertising in CubaSí, CSC’s quarterly magazine. 

CubaSí is sent to 5,000 individual members of 

CSC, more than 500 affiliated trade union 

branches, regions and national organisations and 

to hundreds of MPs and celebrity supporters. It is 

sold and given away at public events and 

available widely at conferences and events in the 

British trade union and labour movement.  

Advertising with CubaSí is a great way to: 

 Reach the trade union and labour movement 

 Show your support for the people of Cuba  

 Support the work of the Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign 

 Promote union activity, demonstrations, 
marches and events   
 

By advertising in CubaSí you are also making a 

vital long term contribution to our work by 

enabling us to plan our ahead in our campaigns 

for an end to the US blockade, the return of 

Guantánamo and self determination for Cuba. 

 

 Affiliated trade union branches enjoy special 

rates for CubaSí advertising. Please contact 

Ollie Hopkins, Campaigns Officer, on 

campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk for rates, 

deadlines and more details. 

Welcome on board to our new affiliates!
 
During the last quarter we have had new 
affiliations from a range of trade union branches 
including UNISON NHS London, CWU Derbyshire 
Amal, CWU South Downs Weald and Rother, 
Unite LE 524, UNISON North London Blood 3436, 
CWU Darlington Amal, Unite 8085, CWU 
North/North West London, CWU Kingston Area 
1018, Unite SE/6272, CWU North West Central  
 

 
Amal, CWU South Midlands Postal and UNISON 
Dorset Health. 

 Affiliate your branch to CSC by contacting 

campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk or online 

here:  http://bit.ly/JoinAffiliateCSC  

With thanks to all of our affiliates: 

Take Action! 

mailto:campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk
mailto:campaigns@cuba-solidarity.org.uk
http://bit.ly/JoinAffiliateCSC

